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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY 

Mahalia A. Hines 

Dr. Mahalia A. Hines is currently the Board President of the Common Ground Foundation, a non-profit 

youth mentoring program co-founded with her son, Academy Award winning artist Common.  In 2017, Dr. Hines 

was appointed to the Board of Directors for the President Obama Foundation.  In 2011, Chicago Mayor Rahm 

Emanuel appointed Dr. Hines to the Chicago Board of Education where she served for eight years and retired in 

June, 2019. 

 

Dr. Hines has worked in the education field for over 35 years as a teacher and principal.  During her fifteen-year 

stint as a principal, she serviced grade levels from elementary through high school in Chicago’s underserved 

communities.  Dr. Hines has worked as a coach and mentor for first-year, current, and prospective principals in 

Chicago and other parts of the country. 

 

Since retiring from formal education, her involvement with children—which is her passion—has not diminished.  Dr. 

Hines, in addition to her work with the Common Ground Foundation, she continues to work with school leaders of 

public and charter schools in urban areas throughout the country.  She is committed to developing effective school 

leaders who will guide others to provide the best possible education for the children least likely to receive it.  Dr. 

Hines also travel the country speaking to mothers on raising successful sons and daughters.  Dr. Hines received her 

doctorate degree from the University of Illinois, a Master’s from Northeastern University and undergraduate degree 

from Central State University. 

PJ McGrew Bio 

PJ has dedicated his professional career to serving individuals through education and training services. 

He has diverse experience both in and out of the classroom through his years as an educator and state 

government. He served Indiana’s students as Education Policy Director for then-Governor Mike Pence 

and current-Governor Eric J. Holcomb. With the link between education and workforce growing ever 

stronger, PJ was named Director of Policy for the Governor’s Workforce Cabinet created in the 2018 

legislative session. 

Prior to his work in state government, PJ spent nearly ten years teaching high school math in a variety of 

school settings—including traditional public, public charter, private and alternative schools in Idaho and 

Indiana. Among the many highlights of his teaching career, PJ served as a school leader and mentor, and 

he was instrumental in turning around a school that had never achieved federal measures of Adequate 

Yearly Progress (AYP). Upon returning to his home state of Indiana, PJ became an engaged advocate for 

alternate routes to teacher licensure and found he had a passion for public service and education policy. 
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Since then, PJ has served in a variety of roles in state government, helping to shape Indiana’s education 

and workforce policy. Aside from his work in the Governor’s Office, PJ was the Associate Policy Director 

for the Education Roundtable, Director of Special Projects with the Department of Workforce 

Development, and Chief of Staff with the State Board of Education. 

PJ lives in Avon, Indiana with his wife of 12 years, Jaclyn, and their two sons, Patrick, 7, and Frankie, 3. 

David Reed, MSW, LCSW, CSAYC 

David Reed currently serves as the Deputy Director of Child Welfare Services for the Indiana Department 

of Child Services, and has been in that role since September 2017.  Prior to his employment at DCS, he 

was a Conflict Guardian ad Litem and Trainer at Child Advocates, Inc. for two years, and also worked for 

17 years at The Villages of Indiana, Inc., where he served in a variety of positions including Clinical 

Director and Senior Director of Client Services.  He is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has worked 

in the social work field since 1995 in a range of settings including residential and acute treatment centers, 

group homes, outpatient counseling centers, and private practice, but the majority of his career has 

involved working with foster youth and children involved with the child welfare system.  He is a nationally-

certified Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) therapist, and has been a Credentialed 

Sexually Abusive Youth Clinician (CSAYC) since 2007.  He was a faculty member of the Indiana 

Association of Juvenile Sex Offender Practitioners (IN-AJSOP) and regularly trained therapists and other 

social work professionals on how to best work with youth who exhibit sexually maladaptive behaviors.  He 

has presented at a number of conferences on the topics of trauma, attachment, childhood mental health, 

and parenting.   

Chandana Vavilala, MD 

Dr Chandana Vavilala is a board-certified Internal Medicine physician practicing in Crown Point for the 

past 15 years. She completed her medical school at AMIS, Karnataka. India. Her residency was 

completed at SUNY, Buffalo, New York. In addition, she is the Lake County Health Officer since 2016. Dr 

Vavilala is on the board of the Indian Medical Association as well as the Asian American Medical 

Association.  

 

She is passionate about educating patients and community in preventative health and wellness. Dr 

Vavilala shares her knowledge, teaching about the benefits of exercise, eating a balanced diet, increasing 

physical activity and mental wellness, as well as building self-confidence. She also feels strongly in the 

educating adolescents in regards to mental health, anxiety, depression and stress management. She is 

actively involved in Indian Medical Association as well as community outreach, speaking at schools and 

events for adolescents covering topics such as child suicide and opioid crisis prevention.  

 

Dr Vavilala is happily married to a nephrologist who also practices in NWI. Together they have two 

daughters. They enjoy traveling together, making memories and supporting each other. She is a three-

time Chicago Marathon runner. She enjoys gardening, music, dance and spending time with friends. 

 


